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Abstract

This research’s objectives are threefold:

1) to study the change in women’s representation on YouTube,

2) to examine the shifting values that society has towards genders and,

3) to investigate the dynamics in sexual politics under heightened capitalist Thai society.
This research finds that the reason why these women YouTubers are popular is due to the
values that the society gives which concern their wealth, independence, and materialistic
possessions. The society however expects that women still retains some traditional values
especially humbleness and politeness—biologically-related trait expected from women. Overall,
the research makes a case that there certainly is a shift in sexual politics, though women can
exhibit affluence and ownings in an overt manner, of which is praised by the audience, but they
are to retain essentialist attributes pertaining to being females. Other dimensions that make up
gender relations have seen shifts, specifically in the domains of labor (social mobility) and
power (to manage their agencies, exercise their monetary means, and showing their possessions).
There certainly is a shift in what the society values—materialism and wealth-yet there are still
remnants of orthodox feminine selves (polite, kind, and caring mother/sister) that are casted
upon women. Labor and power dimensions within gender order of Thai society has certainly
shifted, but emotional and symbolic relations show that traditional attributes are still there.
Ultimately, making women representation not entirely empowered and free from conventional

societal expectations.
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